MATTHEW LYNAGH. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 1 0 March 1 868 



COPY “ of Report of the Commissioners appointed by the Lord Lieutenant 
to inquire into all the Circumstances concerning the Death of a Convict 
named Matthew Lynagh, who died in Mountjoy Prison on the 12th day of 
February last.” 



To His Excellency James Marquess of Aher corn, k.g., Lord Lieutenant General, 
and General Governor of Ireland. 

May it please your Excellency, Dublin, 4 March 1868. 

We, the Commissioners appointed by your Excellency to “ inquire into all 
the circumstances concerning the death of a convict named Matthew Lynagh, 
who died in Mountjoy Male Convict Prison on the 12th ultimo,” have now the 
honour to submit to your Excellency the following report : — 

We held an inquiry at Mountjoy Prison on the 28th and 29th ultimo, and on 
the 2nd instant, and we append to our Report the evidence taken by us, as well 
as certain extracts from the prison books, and other documents bearing on the 
case ; also a Report from Dr. Young, the Resident Medical Officer of the prison. 

We considered ourselves empowered by the 16th section of 14 & 15 Viet. c. 99, 
to administer an oath to any witness willing to be sworn, and we deemed it 
advisable to take the evidence at the inquiry on oath, none of the witnesses 
having expressed any objection to that course. 

The convict, Matthew Lynagh, was admitted to Mountjoy Prison on the 6th 
of July 1864 ; he was then forty-three years of age, and was sentenced to five 
years’ penal servitude for “ stealing from person.” 

This was his second conviction, as he had previously, on the 3rd of January 
1853, been sentenced to ten years’ penal servitude for “ robbery from person 
he was released on license in July 1857, but on the revocation of his license in 
July 1859, he was committed to Mountjoy Prison, and was discharged on com- 
pletion of his sentence on 2nd January 1863. 

On being received into Mountjoy Prison in July 1864, he was kept in 
separate confinement for eight months ; and from the medical officer’s inspection 
book it would appear that he w r as, on admission, considered to be a healthy 
man ; he was, however, in the month of December 1864 taken into hospital, and 
treated for scurvy, and remained in hospital one month. 

From the 6th March 1865 to the 25th January last, he worked in association 
at his trade as a shoemaker, sleeping in his cell at night. He is described by the 
witnesses as a thin, delicate-looking man ; but, as far as can be ascertained, he 
was never absent from work on account of illness during the whole of the time 
mentioned. 

On the 4th of October last, the medical officer ordered him a cough mixture 
with opium, and on the 17th December a dose of oil with laudanum, but he does 
not appear to have been ill at any other time during the two years and 
ten months he worked in association; and the governor, the assistant 
chaplain, and the warders concur in stating that up to the 22nd of January last, 
he did not complain of illness. While he worked in association his diet con- 
sisted on four days of the -week of 24 oz. bread, 9i oz. of beef, 2 lbs. of potatoes, 
1 pint of coffee, 1 pint of soup, and % of a pint of new milk daily ; and on three 
days of the week of 28 oz. of bread, 1 quart of stirabout, and 2£ pints of new 
milk ; and during this time he was only confined to his cell from twelve to 
fourteen hours on an average out of the twenty-four. 
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Upon the 22nd January last be appears to have had an attack of diarrhoea, but 
continued to work up to the 25th. The medical officer saw him on the 22nd, 
and gave him an oil and laudanum draught ; he also ordered him an oil draught 
on the 25th, and states that the diarrhoea and griping pains of which the man 
complained soon yielded to treatment. However, on the 26th, Lynagh was 
unable to go out to exercise, ami the medical officer visited him in his cell, and 
prescribed for him. Dr. Young stares that the patient was better on the 27th 
and 28th, but that on the 29th, the symptoms having re-appeared, he renewed 
the treatment, and that from the 30th to the 6th of February the man was so 
much improved that he only resorted to precautionary measures. The medical 
officer seems to have visited Lynagh in his cell every day lrom the 26th of 
January to the 1st of February ; and besides giving him medicine, and treating 
him for diarrhoea, he ordered him tea on the 26th of January ; on the 29th, rice 
boiled in milk, and the same on the 1st cf February. On the 2nd of February 
the chief warder, hearing that. Lynagh complained of thirst, ordered him milk 
on his own responsibility ; and on the 3rd the medical officer, hearing from the 
chief warder that the man wished for a change of diet, ordered him bread and 
milk, in lieu of meat and soup. 

Dr. Young states that on the 1st of February he considered Lynagh convales- 
cent, and that, he did not visit him on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, because he was not 
on the sick report, as it. is not the practice for a medical officer to repeat his 
visits to a prisoner in a cell unless his name is again sent to him ; and that being 
called on to see Lynagh on the 5th of February, he lound he only wished for 
a change of diet, which was accordingly ordered for him, and that the diarrhoea 
had not. returned. On the 6th of February the medical officer was again required 
to visit Lynagh, and found that the diarrhoea had re-appeared, accompanied with 
excessive thirst, and says that, he then deemed it necessary to have the man 
removed to hospital for treatment and for observation, but not before, as up to 
that period he considered him “ as well off in his quiet well-ventilated cell.” 

He states, further, that hitherto he had never observed any symptoms of con- 
sumption, but that, on the 6th of February he suspected that Lynagh had phthisis 
or diabetes, from his languor and thirst; the evidence of the chaplains, the 
governor, and the warders show that he had never complained of any chest 
affection, and that they had no reason to think he was suffering from such 
a disease. 

It was not till after his admission to hospital that the medical officer ascer- 
tained, by auscultation and percussion, that he had pulmonary consumption, and 
he then considered that the only treatment necessary was nourishing and 
sustaining diet. 

On the 7th of February his diet in hospital was bread and milk and rice ; and 
on the 8th it was changed to bread and milk, mutton, and tea, which lie received 
daily till he died. On the 10th, 11th, and 12th he was ordered wine. 

The hospital warder, who is a man of eighteen years’ experience in that 
capacity, states that he did not thmk Lynagli’s was a bad case when he took 
him in, and that he did not notice any cough the day he came in, but that 
on the following day he heard the cough, which from that time continued 
to increase. 

On the 12th of February the assistant hospital warder called the attention of 
the Homan Catholic chaplain to the case, as it seems the chaplain requires this 
officer to give him notice when a patient appears to be very ill. This warder 
states that he did not consider that Lynagh would die that night, but thought it 
safer that, he should receive the rites of the Church ; the head hospital « aider 
was also of opinion that the man was not in immediate danger, but he died that 
night at. about 10 o’clock. 

The coroner received notice of the death from the governor next day and 
attended at the prison, where he saw the body, and having inquired into the 
•circumstances of the case, he stated to the governor that he did not consider it 
necessary to hold an inquest. 

The Rev. Mr; Codv, the Roman Catholic chaplain of the prison, was afterwards 
informed of the decision the coroner hacl arrived at, and in the evening addressed 
a letter to him ; in that letter the Rev. Mr. Cody states : 

“ In consequence of circumstances connected with the death of the prisoner 
“ Matthew Lynagh, upon whom you are to hold an inquest at Mountjoy Prison, 

“ and 
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“ and fearing that there may have been neglect., I should like to be examined in 
“ the case, &c.” He admitted in his evidence that he wrote the letter with the 
view of having an inquest held, and that he did not wish to let the coroner know 
that he was aware he had decided not to do so. 

It was in consequence of the communication received by him from the Rev. 
Mr. Cody that the coroner determined to hold an inquest, and he then issued his 
precept authorising the police to summon a jury. 

The jury at the inquest found that the convict, Matthew Lynagh, died of 
pulmonary consumption, and added that they were of opinion “that deceased 
“ might have been earlier sent to hospital, and that the doctor of the prison might 
*• be more attentive to extern patients.” 

We would beg to direct your Excellency’s notice to the fact, that in the extract 
from the “ Freeman’s Journal,” containing a report of the inquest, and forwarded 
to us with the official papers relating to the case, the word “ should has been 
substituted for the word “might” in the two places in which that word occurs 
in the verdict. 

Having now detailed the history of this case, and all the particulars we could 
ascertain respecting the state of health and treatment of the convict, Lynagh, in 
prison, we think it may be advisable that we should state whether it is our 
opinion that his detention in a cell during part of his illness had a prejudicial 
effect upon his health, and also whether, from the nature of his case, his death 
may have been occasioned or hastened by neglect. 

In regai d to the first point, we consider that, as a general rule, the practice of 
treating a prisoner in his cell when he is confined to bed from sickness, and 
when there is vacant accommodation in the hospital, is one, though not intro- 
duced by Dr. Young, that is open to serious objection ; the change from con- 
stant employment, or exercise, with other prisoners during the day to separate 
confinement in a cell, relieved only by visits from prison officials, must cause 
depression of spirits ; and the mind acting on the body might in many cases have 
an injurious effect on the patient, and protract his recovery. But the degree in 
which this course is objectionable must vary in a great measure according to the 
temperament of the patient and other circumstances ; and we think that the 
case of the convict, Lynagh, was one in which the objection applied with less 
force than it might in many others ; he appeal’s to have been a man of a quiet 
passive disposition, and it must be observed that he frequently sat up and dressed 
himself, and was in the daily expectation of returning to his work; and further, 
that on Sunday the 2nd of February, he was able to leave his cell, and to go to 
chapel. The ‘assistant chaplain, who saw him nearly every day, states that he 
does not recollect having ever noticed that the cell was offensive, or unpleasantly 
warm ; and it appears that though Lynagh was constantly seen by the assistant 
chaplain, the chief warder and others, and that he was visited about eight times 
each day by Warder Byrne, he never expressed to any person a desire to be 
removed to hospital. 

With reference to the express nature of Matthew Lynagh 's case, it is necessary 
to allude to its medical features. We find it to have been one of chronic or 
latent phthisis, such as occasionally occurs in persons of his condition oi life. 
From incisions made into the substance of the lungs by Dr. White, the surgeon 
who made the post-mortem examination for the inquest, it appears that these 
organs were infiltrated with tubercular matter, and studded with abscesses of 
various size; but each abscess surrounded by a densely firm membrane. If is 
to this membrane that the absence of the ordinary symptoms of consumption 
was owing, because the matter contained in the cavities was thereby prevented 
from passing up through the air-passages into the mouth, and cough and expec- 
toration consequently not produced. The density of the walls of these abscesses 
showed further the ‘'slow form of the tubercular deposit, and the very gradual 
. progress of the disease, so tardy indeed as not to create any constitutional irrita- 
tion, and therefore neither suffering nor complaint. The purging which ran this 
man down, from the suddenness of its accession, appears to have been that of 
common diarrhoea, and not the form peculiar to consumption, because on 
examination of the intestines they were found by Dr. White to be in a natural 
condition, and free from all tubercular deposit, whilst the diarrhoea yielded to 
treatment, which it would not have done had it been otherwise. The cough 
which he suffered from in hospital, and which set in on the day after his admis- 
sion, was apparently the result of cold contracted in his transit from prison , 
’ " A 9 under 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 



REPORT RELATIVE TO THE 



under this, however, he rapidly succumbed in consequence of the organically 
diseased condition of the lungs. 

Taking, therefore, all the circumstances of the case into consideration, we do 
not consider that the death of the convict, Matthew Lynagh, was caused or acce- 
lerated by detention in his cell after the 26th of January, as it would inevitably 
have followed had he been removed to the hospital from the workshop direct ; 
and we are further of opinion that the man was not neglected during his illness 
by Dr. Young or the other officers of the prison. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Jolliffe Tufnell, f.r.c.s.i. 

John Lentaigne. 

Henry Robinson. 
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appendix. 

evidence. 



Robeei Deaxe Spbead, Governor of Mountjoy Prison, having been duly sworn, 
states : — 

The documents I produce, signed by me, I believe to be correct extracts from the 

Pr From e the'date of Matthew Lynagh’s admission into the prison on July 6th, 1864, up to 
March^th, 6 1865, he worked in a cell, either picking oakum or at his trade, which is the 
usual course in the cases of such prisoners ; from that time to the 26th of January, 1868, 
Se worked fn^ Association during the day, sleeping in his cell at night. He worked on an 
average about seven hours daily, besides attending school for about an tour and ey 
nitont two hours, and attending religious services on four days of the week. W _ 
in'association the time passed in the cell was about 12 to 14 hours, on an average, during 

was in the habit of seeing Lynagli almost every day, at his 
worn man, but not unhealthy, and never made any complaint to me of: Bteto of health 

I never had cause to make a report about him to the medical officer, under the 21st 
rule, which obliges me to do so if necessary. or, 14 ™ 

He was at liberty to complain to me, if he wished, every tune i saw him. 

I saw him once or twice in his cell after he ceased to work, and while undei treatment 
there • he did not express any wish to go to hospital. 

I saw him dailv in hospital, and there was nothing in his case to attract my attentio . 

On receiving the report of his death I informed the coroner of the fact, and the coroner 
next dr y Trihe body P , and gave me to understand he would not hdd - inquest ; the 
same evening, however, I got a note from the coroner, a copy of uhich I pioduce. 

Examined by Dr. Young—The prisoner was in bed in his cell when I saw him. I 

V! I 6 condder Dr Young has been very attentive to the prisoners since his appointment, 
and fhave Lard of no Complaints about him from the warders or convicts i, though some 
of the untried prisoners have complained about not getting extia food oi po e . 
heard Lynagli eougli or expectorate, as far as I remember. ^ ^ Governor. 

Sworn before us, this 28th of February 1868, 

Joliffe Tufnell, 

John Lentaigne. 

Henry Robinson. 



WlEMAM White, one of the Coroners of the City of Dublin, having been duly sworn, 
states : — 

Ox the morning of the 13th instant I received a report from die , ° 

joy Prison of the death of the convict Matthew Lynagh. I visited the body on that day 
Ind inquired into the circumstances attending and preceding his death, and _ stated to 4he 
Governor and Dr. Young that I did not deem it necessary to hold an inquest However, 

him, the other chaplain, and some of the warders at the . inquest 1 ■ F<>duM ‘ * be 

Tt smeared to me that the letter was written under the impression that theie was to oe 
an inquest, and as I thought, from the anxiety manifested to have certain 
mined about the case, that there might be something of importance to be elicrted re 
snectino it, I determined to hold an inquest, and gave instructions according y, y 
issuing^ a precept authorising the police to summon a jury of 24 householder. The 

& "“we g fiLrthat%he r SdMatthew Lynagh died in the Mountjoy Goyerbment Prison on 
“ ‘Wednesday the 12th day of February 1868, of pulmonary consumption. 

“ For self and fellow Jurors, 

(signed) “ M. Dunphy. 

“ The iurv ore of opinion that deceased might have been earlier sent to hospital, and 
» that the doctor of the prison might be more attentive to extern patients. 

(signed) “ M. Dunphy, Philisborough.^ 
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I have just now read the report of the above verdict, contained in the “ Freeman’s 
Journal^ of the 15th instant, in which the word “ should” is substituted for the word 
‘ might m the two sentences. That newspaper report is incorrect in that particular. 

Examined by Dr. Young.— When I saw the body it was very much attenuated but 
not reduced to a mere skeleton. The appearance of the body accorded with the report of 
the case I had received. 1 

William White, Coroner. 

Sworn before us, this 28th of February 1868, 

Joliffe Tvfnell. 

John Lentaigne. 

Henry Robinson. 



Robert MacDonnell, m.d., having been duly sworn, states, — 

I was medical superintendent of Mountjoy Prison in 1864, and I saw Matthew 
Lynagh on admission. From my entry in the Inspection Book, to which I refer, I find 
that Lynagh was then a healthy man. 

In December 1864 he was treated in hospital for scurvy, and remained in hospital from 
7th December 1864 to 7th January 1865. 

I believe that from that time he was not in hospital while I visited the prison, but I 
cannot remember whether I treated him in his cell. 

I recollect the convict Lynagh, but I do not remember anything that would lead me to 
consider that he suffered from chest complaint. 

. Except under peculiar circumstances, it was my practice to send sick persons to hos- 
pital, if it was necessary that they should remain in bed during the day. 

. 1 h a <? an apothecary under me, who treated trivial cases, and visited all the complaining 
sick daily, and whenever a prisoner was sufficiently ill to make me think that I ought to 
see him daily, I had him moved to the hospital, which I visited daily; now, the system is 
changed, as the resident medical officer must visit daily all the sick, whether they are in 
the hospital or in their cells. 

I recollect writing a letter, in December 1863, to the then chaplains, requesting them 
to let me know if, in their intercourse with the prisoners, they observed any si° ns of 
mental or bodily disease, and they were in the habit of acting on my request. 

I made the same request to the schoolmaster. 



Examined by Dr. Young. — If I were resident medical officer of the prison, I should 
not think it necessary to remove a man from his cell to hospital for slight diarrhoea. 

In the case of an uncomplaining man, it is quite possible that he might pass gradually 
into serious disease without its attracting the notice of a medical attencfant. ° 

I consider the working diet a good diet. 

(signed) Robert McDonnell, m.d. 



Sworn before us, this 28th of February 1868, 

Joliffe Tufnell. 
John Lentaigne. 
Henry Robinson. 



Wm. Dudley White, having been duly sworn, states, — 

I am a surgeon, and held the post-mortem examination on the body of the late Matthew 
Lynagh. I found he died of pulmonary consumption. I hand in a copy of my evidence 
before the coroner. 

I adhere to all the opinions I expressed therein. 

The disease was chronic phthisis ; the walls of the abscess were hard and dense. I have 
seen many cases examined in which the patient had died from consumption. 

I think the abscesses were of slow formation in the case of Lynagh ; I examined the 
intestines, and they were in a healthy state ; there were no tubercular ulcerations in the 
intestines, so far as I examined them; consequently, I consider the diarrhoea was of an 
ordinary character, and not that special to consumption. The condition was that generally 
found m cases of chronic phthisis. 

Examined by Dr. Young. — Some of the cavities were rather large, and I could put two 
fingers into them ; they were in both lungs ; there were several cavities in the lungs. 

I have seen much larger cavities in other cases. 

William Dudley White, 

L. & l. m. R. c. s., Ireland, and l. a. h. 

Sworn before us, this 28th of February 1868, 

Joliffe Tufnell. 

John Lentaigne. 

Henry Robinson. 



The 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




DEATH OF MATTHEW LYNAGH, A CONVICT. 



7 



The Eev. Michael Cody, Eomim Catholic Chaplain of Mountjoy Male Prison, 
having been duly sworn, states, — 

I have known the late Matthew Lynagh since his admission to the prison in 1864. 

I visited him on the 2nd of February, hearing that he was sick, and I remarked to the 
chief warder, that I thought the cell was not the right place for the patient j he was m 
bed- he was a quiet uncomplaining man, and I do not recollect Ins complaining to me , 

I did not notice that he coughed or expectorated ; nothing occurred to lead me «> think he 
had che«t disease, but I had no knowledge of wliat his disease was ; I believe, I was i told 
lie had diarrhma ; I think I saw him twice in the cell, but I do not recollect whether it was 
before or after the 2nd instant. 

The assistant chaplain had more special charge of Lynagh than I had. 

I had a letter from Dr. M‘Donnell, in 1863, asking me to draw his notice to cases 
requiring his care ; I did act on that request while Dr. M'Donnell was attending, but I 
considered that the arrangement adopted at Dr. M'Donnell s request expired when he 
left the prison, as he had no power to give an order to that effect, and it was a 
^ingemeS between ns. D^r. Young lid not ask me to adopt the same curses bu tldo 
not recollect any case in which I noticed a man who appeared to me to require medical 
care who was not, when I noticed him, receiving such care and treatment from Dr. 

T ?™h to refer to a letter! wrote to the directors on the subject rfLyMgWScas^ 
and to request it may be attached to my evidence. I did not call Dr. Young notice to 
Lynagh, because when I first heard of his illness, I knew the ooetor was attending him 
When X was here on the 13th of this month, after Lynagh died, I was aware that the 
coroner had been here, and had stated that it was not necessary to hold m mqmet i flue 
was at about 2.30, and it was after that I wrote to the coroner. I wrote about 5 o clock 
that day I wrote with the view of having an inquest held, and I did not wish to let the 
coroner know that I was aware he had decided not to hold an inquest. 

I wanted to see, for the advantage of the prisoners and the public, whether theie had 

te On™L n ilth1ns n tan't I saw Lynagh in the hospital, and lie seemed perfectly conscious. 
I administered the last rites of the church to him. I did so m consequence of what the 
warder told me of his state of health, and from considering he was m danger, judging from 
my observations, and from what I heard of his case from the warder. , 

The warder told me the doctor said the man lvas not in any immediate danger. The 

warder told me he thought the man in danger. . 

I always understood Dr. McDonneffs letter of 1863 to refer to cases of insanity, oi 
tendency to insanity, more than to bodily ailments. 



Michael Cody. 



Sworn before us, the 28th of February 1868, 

Joliffe Tufnell. 
John Lentaigne. 
Henry Robinson. 



The Rev. James Potter, Assistant Roman Catholic Chaplain of Mountjoy Prison, 
having been duly sworn, states, — 



I 

lool< 



have known the deceased convict, Lynagh, for nearly two years ; he was a delicate 
lOiiino- man, but I never knew of his being ill up to the time in January last when he 
was confined to his cell from sickness, and 1 never heard him complain of being ill. 1 was 
in the habit of seeing and conversing with him nearly every week. When he was, on ( 1 
believe) the 26th of' January, left in his cell on account of illness, I received notice ot it, 
and I saw him that day or the next. He seemed very weak, and complained ot diarrhoea 
and thirst, but not of anything else. I saw him nearly every day while he was in the 
cell, and he never complained of any illness but diarrhoea and great weakness and 

de i’thmk he never complained of his chest, and I did not particularly notice his coughing 
while in the cell. I had no idea of his having anything the matter with him but diarrhoea, 
till towards the end of his time in . the cell, when from his great weakness, I began to 
suspect there must be something more the matter with lnm, but I did not then suspect 
he had consumption. I do not think he ever expressed a wish to be moved from his cell 
to the hospital, or complained of being left in the cell, but he was always talking of going 
back to his work. I saw him constantly after he went to hospital, and he was gradually 
sinking, and the last time I saw him was the day before he died. . 

While in the cell, Lynagh complained very much of thirst, and complained ot having 
nothing to drink but cold milk or water. About three or four days before he was moved 
to hospital, I spoke about him to Mr. Murphy, but I did uot mention that he complained 
of want of drink, and Mr. Murphy said the doctor was attending him. I think i did not 
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say anything to Mr. Murphy about having the man removed to hospital. During the 
time I visited Lynagh in his cell, I do not recollect having ever noticed that the cell was 
offensive or unpleasantly close. 

James Potter, Asst. R.C.C. 

Sworn before us, this 29th February 1868, 

Joliffe Tufnell. 

John Lentaigne. 

Henry Robinson. 



Alexander Daniel MacManus, Second Class Warder, having been duly 
sworn, states, — 

I have had charge, since June last, of the shoemaker’s shop, in which the late convict, 
Lynagh, worked. I am discipline officer. Lynagh ceased to work on the 26th of January, 
and he had not been absent from work from illness, on any day between June and the 
26th of January last. I have heard him cough, but I did not think there was much the 
matter with him, and I did not consider that there was anything that I ought to report as 
to his state of health. I recollect the hospital warder giving him medicine twice in the 
month of J anuary, but I did not know what for. I knew that the prisoner had been 
purging for twoor three days before the 26th of January: the last medicine was castor 
oil, and the prisoner expressed a hope that it would cure his stomach; this was the 
22nd or 23rd of January. Up to the time in January he complained of the purging, I 
never heard him complain of any illness. 

After he went to his cell on the 26th of January, it was only my duty to lock up the 
cell at breakfast and dinner hour, and to see the prisoner on each occasion. I saw him 
twice a day from the 26th of January to the 6th of February, except on the 28th, when 
I was on special duty. On Sunday the 2nd of February he complained of his diet, and 
said he could not take it, and requested me to speak to the chief warder and see if he 
could get milk in place of soup and beef ; I did so, and the chief warder said he had rice 
the day before : on going up afterwards at 3 o’clock I found milk and bread had been 
sent to him. Lynagh never made any other complaint to me, and I frequently asked 
him about his health, and he always said he felt better. 

He never expressed any wish to be removed from his cell to hospital, and I never 
spoke to him on the subject. 

On the 2nd of February I had entire charge of his cell from 3 o’clock to 5.30 p.m. He 
was frequently up in his cell, and on Sunday^ the 2nd of February, he went to chapel by 
his own wish. 

A. D. McManus. 

Sworn before us, the 29th of February 1868, 

Joliffe 2'ufnell. 

John Lentaigne. 

Henry Robinson. 



Michael Murphy, Chief Warder of Mountjoy Prison, having been duly 
sworn, states : — 

I knew the deceased convict, Lynagh, since September last, and saw him every day. 
He appeared rather feeble, but not ill, and was very industrious, and appeared able to 
work. 

He never complained to me of being ill up to the 26th of January, when it was re- 
ported to me that he was ill in his cell. I saw him near]}' every day in his cell, and he 
complained of his bowels, but of nothing else. He was up, in the majority of times I saw 
him in his cell, and dressed. He never complained of being left in his cell, or expressed 
a wish to go to hospital. 

I did not hear him cough. On one Sunday (I think the 2nd of February), I heard 
the man complained of thirst, and I ordered milk on my own responsibility, and reported 
it next day to the doctor. I ordered the milk to be warmed. 

The man spoke to me about his meat and soup, which he said did not agree with him, 
and I spoke to the doctor, who ordered bread and milk in lieu of meat and soup. 

Examined by Dr. Young. — I am of opinion that the practice of treating prisoners in 
their cells for bowel complaints was carried on to a greater extent in Doctor McDonnell’s 
time than in Doctor Young’s. 

Michael Murphy, Chief Warder. 

Sworn before us, the 29th February 1868, 

Joliffe Tufnell. 

John Lentaigne. 

Henry Robinson. 
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Michael Byrne, Second Class Warder, having been duly sworn, states: — 



I was in charge of the late convict, Lynagh, since the 21st of October 1867. He 
appeared delicate, but I never knew him to be ill, or to leave off work till the 26th of 
January. I think previous to that time he may once or twice have gone to the doctor 
for medicine. On Sunday the 26th of January, the prisoner did not go out to walk as 
usual in the afternoon, and was seen by the doctor ; and after that he remained in his 
cell under treatment. I believe he was visited every afternoon by the doctor. I heard 
Lynagh complain of his bowels, and I never heard him complain of anything else. I 
never remarked his spitting or coughing. _ ..... 

It was my duty to see him about eight times in the day, and to visit any sick man m 
his cell as often. _ .... 

He used to o-et up constantly and sometimes dress himself, and sometimes sit up with 
the blanket round him ; and I think he was only confined to bed during the whole day, 
on five or six days. He never, however, made up his bed. He was confined to bed more 
at the commencement of his illness in the cell, than at the latter end ; and on I think the 
Friday or Saturday the 31st of January or 1st of February, he shaved, and told me he 
would go to chapel on the following Sunday. It appeared to me then that he was getting- 
better. 0 I did not think he had chest disease. He never expressed a wish to be moved 
to hospital. I did not notice that he had any unusual expectoration. Had there been 
any, I must have seen it. 



Examined by Dr. Young. — I thought he was a fitting- 
said so to any one. I did not consider it my business. 



case for hospital, but I never 
Michael Byrne. 



Sworn before us, on this 29th of February 1868, 

Joiiffe Tufnell. 
John Lentaigne. 
Henry Robinson. 



Patrick Lawlor, Principal Warder, having been duly sworn, states: — 



I knew the late convict, Lynagh, while he was in this prison. He was a thin 
man, but I never knew him complain of illness till January last. I saw him every 
day in his cell after the 26th of January, and he complained of great thirst and purging, 
but of nothing else, except want of appetite. He never expressed a wish to be sent to 
hospital. He told the doctor he was thirsty, and the doctor said there was plenty of 
water, and he ordered him rice, which is always boiled in milk. He was up generally ; 
but durino- the last few days of being-in his cell he was in bed. 1 had no reason to think 
he had chest complaint. 

P. Lawlor. 



Sworn before us, this 29th of February 1868, 

Joiiffe Tufnell. 
John Lentaigne. 
Henry Robinson. 



Robert Haughton, Hospital Warder, having been duly sworn, states: — 

The late convict, Lynagh, was not under my notice until admitted to hospital on 
February 6th, and his disease was entered in the books as diarrhoea. He had a very bad 
couo-h and expectorated ; after he had been a little time in hospital, and two or three days 
afterwards, the doctor found he had chest disease. He appeared to be getting better, but 
about the fourth or fifth day he seemed to alter, and lost his appetite. He then got weaker ; 
but I did not think the day before he died that he was going to die. _ The evening he 
died, about an hour before his death, I asked him would he like boiled milk or tea, and he 
said tea, and he drank part of it. 

I was surprised at his dying. I had no conversation with Mr. Cody that day. I have 
been 18 years hospital warder, and am the senior in the hospital. 

I did not think Lynagh was a bad case when I took him in, and I thought he would 
recover. 

I thought by his appearance that two or three days would bring him round. I asked 
what was the matter, and he said he felt very weak. 

I did not notice any cough the day he came in; but the following day I heard him 
cough, and it then continued to get worse. 

Robert Haughton. 

Sworn before us, this 29th of February 1868, 

Joiiffe Tufnell 
John Lentaigne. 

Henry Robinson. 
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report relative to the 



Michael Doxohoe, Assistant Hospital Warder, having been duly sworn, states : — 

Ox the 22nd of January last I gave the late convict, Lynagh, oil and laudanum in the 
shop by the doctor’s order ; on the 25th I gave him an oil draught in the shop. On the 
28th of January, the 29th of January, and the 31st of January, 1 gave him medicine in 
his cell. On the 1st of February I gave him boiled rice and milk, and on the 5th of 
February I again gave him rice, and on the 6th of February I also gave him rice. I saw 
him on each of these occasions, and I think I have heard him cough, but he told me he was 
purged, and he never complained of his chest or cough. 

He complained of thirst. He never asked to be sent to hospital. 

I did not hear him cough much in the hospital, but my duties are principally in the 
prison. I spoke to Father Cody on the 12th, and said the man was very ill. I did not 
think he would die that night, but I thought it safer, especially as I was going to be 
absent that night, that the man should receive the rites of the Church. 

It is my duty to give medicine to the persons treated in cells. 

In December 1866 there was an epidemic of choleraic diarrhoea, and the diarrhoea cases 
were treated in their cells, and only cholera cases went to hospital. I think that there is 
no difference in the practice of Dr. Young and Dr. MvDonnell in regard to the treatment 
of convicts in their cells ; but I think there are rather more untried, that is, Fenian pri- 
soners treated in their cells now than there were. 

I think Dr. M‘ Donnell gave more medical comforts to the sick than Dr. Young. 
Medical comforts consist of porter, wine, tea, and mutton. 

Examined by Dr. Young. — My remarks about these extras apply chiefly to the untried 
prisoners, 

I do not think there have been serious cases of illness among convicts in hospital 
requiring medical comforts since September last, till Lynagh came in. 

Direct Examination resumed. — On the 12th of February Mr. Cody came to the hos- 
pital in consequence of my sending for him to see Lynagh, as I knew he was very strict 
about this. He then asked me if I thought he ought to anoint him; and I said I thought 
so. I did not think it necessary to send for the doctor in the evening, and I had no notion 
the man was going to die that night. 

Michael JDonohoe. 

Sworn before us, this 29th of February 1868, 

Joliffe Tufnell. 

John Lentaigne. 

Henry Rohinson. 



EXTRACTS FROM PRISON BOOKS. 



Register No. 6774. — Matthew Lynagh. 

Date of admission to Mountjoy Prison, 6th July 1864. 

28 February 1868. A. D. Spread, Governor. 



Copy of Wake ant. 

Transmit to Mountjoy Male Prison. 

R. N. — J. 1/7/64. 

Si r} Dublin Castle, 30 June 1864. 

I have to signify the Lord Lieutenant’s desire that you will receive into the Govern- 
ment Prison at Mountjoy, and detain until further orders, the under-mentioned number of 
convicts who will be transmitted to you from the gaols after named in charge of the 
constabulary. 

Three males. 

I am, &c. 

The Governor of the Government (signed) Thoms A. Larcom. 

Prison at Mountjoy. 



List of Prisoneks under Rule of Transportation or Penal Servitude referred to in 
annexed Order, who are to be Received and Detained in the Government Prison at 
Mountjoy. 



Convicts. 


Received from 


William English ----- 


Naas. 


James O’Brien ----- 


Wicklow. 


Matthew Lynagh ----- 


W aterford. 


28 February 1868. 


R. D. Spread, Governor. 
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Crime and Sentence, &c. 



Register No. 

Sentenced 
Date 
Crime 
County - 



6774 —Matthew Lynagh. — 2nd Conviction. 

5 years’ penal servitude. 
27 June 1864. 

Stealing from person. 
County Waterford. 



Former convictions and character : — . 

Twice larceny from the person. Constantly given to tlnevmg. 



Received at Mountjoy 
Died 



from Waterford County Gaol, 6 July 1864. 

12 February 1868. 



Lynagh’s age on conviction, 43 years. 



28 February 1868. 



Ji. D. Spread, Governor. 



Classification in Prison. 

Register No. 6774.— Matthew Lynagh. 

In Probation Class, from 6th July 1864 to 6th March 1865. 

3rd Class, from 6th March 1865 to 30th April 1865. 

' ’ 2nd Class, from 30th April 1865 to 31st October 1865. 

” 1st Class, from 31st October 1865 to 31st October 1866. 

” Advanced Class, from 31st October 1866 to 12th February 1868. 

28 February 1868. R - D - Spread, Goven 



Register No. 6774.— Matthew Lynagh. 

Working Diet. 

Breakfast.— I lb. bread and 1 pt. coffee, four days ; and 1 qt. stirabout, J lb. bread, and 
% pt. new milk, three days per week. , 

Dinner.— 9i oz. beef with bone, 1 pt. soup, and 2 lbs. potatoes four days ; and f lb. bread, 
with 1 pt. new milk, three days per week. 

Supper .— J lb. bread and £ pt. new milk daily. 

28 February 1868. 



R. D. Spread, Governor. 



Register No. 6774.— Matthew Lynagh. 

Changes of Diet ordered by Medical Officer, with Date of such Changes. 



1868: 
Jan. - 29 

Feb. - 1 
Feb. - 5 
Feb. - 6 

Feb. - 7 
Feb. - 8 







1868 




6 oz. rice, 
dinner. 
The same. 
The same. 
The same. 


boiled in milk, for 


Feb. - 


10 


Diet in Hospital : 


Feb. - 


11 


Bread 


- lib. 






Milk - 


- 3 J pints. 






Rice 6 oz., boiled in milk. 






Bread 


- lib. 






Milk - 


- 4 pints. 


Feb. - 


12 


Mutton - 


- i lb. 






Tea 


- 2 pints. 






Bread 


- 1 J lb- 






Milk - 


-34 pints. 






Mutton - 


- J ib. 






Tea 


- 2 pints. 







Diet in Hospital : 



Bread 
Milk - 
Mutton - 
Wine 
Tea 
Bread 
Milk - 
Mutton - 
Wine - 
Tea 
Bread 
Milk - 
Mutton - 
Wine 
Tea 



- lib. 

- 3J pints. 

- i lb. 

- 2 J oz. 

- 2 pints. 

- 1 lb. 

- 3 J pints, 

- ilb. 

- oz. 

- 2 pints. 

- 1 A lb. 

- 3J pints. 

- Jib. 

- 4 oz. 

- 2 pints. 



R. D. Spread, Governor, 

28 February 1868. 



J. W. 



28 February 1868. 
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REPORT RELATIVE TO THE 



Register JSTo. 6774. — Matthew Lynagh. 

Copies of all Entries made by Dr. Young in his Books, under Sections 7, 8, 10, 12, 20, 
and 22 of the Rules defining Medical Officers’ Duties : 

1867, October 4. Cough mixture with opium. 

December 17. Dose of oil with 20 drops of laudanum. 

1868, January 22. Oil and laudanum draught. 

,, 25. Oil draught. 

,, 26. Dilute sulphuric acid, 20 drops. 

Tinct. opium, 20 drops. 

Peppermint water, l£ oz. 

1 pint of tea. 

„ 27. Nothing. 

„ 28. Peppermint water, 2 oz. 

„ 29. Chalk mixture and rice. 

„ 30. Repeat mixture if inquired. 

,, 31. Repeat chalk mixture if necessary. 

February 1. Rice. 

,, 3. Bread and milk in lieu of meat and soup. 

,, 5. Rice diet for seven days. 

,, 6. For hospital this evening. 

,, 8. Tea and mutton. 

,, 10. 2 h wine daily, and continue tea and mutton. 

J. W. Young, Medical Officer, 

R. D. Spread, Governor, 28 February 1868. 

28 February 1868. 



Mountjoy Male Prison, 26 February 1868. 

Extract from Warder Michael Byrne's Book. 

D. — 2. Ward. 

Register No. 6774, Matthew Lynagh, 26 Cell. 

This prisoner did not go to exercise ; was attended by the medical officer at 3.10 p.m. 
29 February 1868. R. D. Spread, Governor. 



Dates of Admission to Hospital and Death. 

Register No. 6774. — Matthew Lynagh. 

Admitted to Hospital, 6th February 1868. 

Died, 12th February 1868. 

J. W. Young, Medical Officer, 

R. J). Spread, Governor, 28 February 1868. 

28 February 1868. 



Medical Officer’s Report of Death. 

I have to report the death of Register No. 6774, Matthew Lynagh, which took place 
at 10 o’clock p.m. on the 12th instant in hospital. Deceased was taken ill on the 23rd 
January last. The circumstance was communicated to me on that day. The complaint 
assumed a dangerous aspect on the 6th instant, when I first perceived that he had phthisis ; 
he was treated previously for diarrhoea. I considered it a case that must end fatally, but 
might last for an indefinite period. 

The coroner sat on the 14th, and the verdict given was, “ Matthew Lynagh died in the 
Mountjoy Government Prison on Wednesday the 12th day of February 1868, of pul- 
monary consumption.” 

For self and fellows, 

M. Dunpliy. 

“ The jury arc of opinion that deceased might have been earlier sent to hospital, and 
that the doctor of the prison might be more attentive to extern patients.” 

J. W. Young, Medical Officer, 

R. D. Spread, Governor, 28 February 1868. 

28 February 1868. 
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Letter of the Rev. it/. Cody to the Coroner. 

Sir, Mountjoy Male Prison, 13 February 1868. 

In consequence of circumstances connected with the death of the prisoner, Matthew 
Lynagh, upon whom you are to hold an inquest at Mountjoy Prison, and fearing' that 
there may have been neglect, I should like to be examined in the case ; and I would wish 
also that the assistant chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Potter, the hospital warders, the principal 
warder Lawlor, Warders Sparks and Byrne (Michael) should be also examined regarding 
the particulars of the prisoner’s illness, his medical treatment, &c. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Michael Cody, 

Dr. White, City Coroner. R. C. Chaplain. 



Letter from the Coroner to the Governor. 

Sir, 142, Capel-street, 7.25 p.m., 13 February 1868. 

In consequence of a report which has just reached me, I find it necessary to hold an 
inquest on the remains of the deceased convict, Matthew Lynagh ; and I appoint 
12 o’clock noon, to-morrow, for holding same ; and I require you to retain the body within 
the prison until I shall attend for the purpose of holding such inquest. 

(signed) Wm. White, 
Coroner for the City of Dublin. 

The Governor of Mountjoy Government Prison. 

(A true copy.) 

28 February 1868. > R. D. S., Governor. 



Depositions of Surgeon White at the Inquest. 

County of the City of Dublin, to wit : 

The examination of W. D. White, of 142, Capel-street, in the parish of St. Mary, 
taken before me, one of the coroners of the county of the city ol Dublin, this 14th of 
February 1868, who, being duly sworn upon oath, deposed and said : — 

“ I am a surgeon ; I examined the body of the deceased man, and found no mark of 
violence on it. I made a post-mortem examination, assisted by Mr. John J . Ryan ; I found 
morbid adhesions in several portions of the lungs, tubercular deposits and cavities in both 
lungs ; I examined one of the kidneys and found it healthy ; the stomach was also healthy, 
and contained some food. I consider pulmonary consumption the immediate cause of his 
death. I consider a confined cell an unfit place for a patient with disease of the lungs and 
diarrhoea. I was a student in the Meath Hospital, and I am now attached to the hospital 
in Jer vis-street. The practice in hospitals with respect to a patient such as deceased 
must have been about three or four weeks ago, would be to give him the most airy and 
comfortable place the house afforded, with nutritious diet and warmth, and generally to 
give them wine, fruit, meat, eggs, or whatever they crave for, and the institution 
can afford.” 

Wm. Dudley White, L.R.C.S., 

Ireland. 

The above is a true copy of the depositions of Surgeon White, taken by me at an inquest 
held at Mountjoy Government Prison on the body of the deceased convict, Matthew 
Lynagh, on Friday the 14th of February 1868. 

All which I certify, this 29th of February 1868. 

William White, 

Coroner for the City of Dublin. 



Report of the Rev. M. Cody to the Directors. 

Gentlemen, Mountjoy Male Prison, 16 February 1868. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of the director (Mr. Barlow’s) letter of the 15th 
instant, directing my attention to extracts (enclosed) from the “Irish Times” of the same 
date, purporting to be a report of the evidence given by me the previous day at an 
inquest held on the body of the convict Lynagh, and requesting me to explain to the 
directors why I did not bring the convict “ Lynagh’s case to the notice of the directors, 
the inspector or governor,” as required by the printed rules under head of “ Chaplains. 
See rule 2, page 20 of printed rules. 
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Rule 2 enjoins as follows: “ He,” the chaplain “ shall be subject to no control in matters 
strictly within his department, but that of the Chief Secretary or of the director ; he shall 
represent 1o the director, and to the inspector and governor, whatever may appear to him 
to be worthy of their notice, or suggest anything which he may conceive likely to prove 
beneficial to the prisoners, or tend to their reformation or industrial training ; but he shall 
take care not to interfere with the established rules and regulations of the prison as to 
security or the routine of discipline and labour. He shall also be careful to conform 
to all such rules himself, so far as they apply to him.” Rules, page 20. 

I have never had any objection to observe this rule and to represent, verbally, or in 
writing matters strictly within my department to the directors, the inspector or governor. 
Mv several communications will bear witness to the truth of what I state. Even so late as 
about the 17th of January last I brought under the notice of the inspector the case of 
Peter M'Donnell, an untried prisoner, who was then during four or five weeks almost 
entirely confined to cell (and who is still entirely confined to cell and medically treated 
therein), as soon as I had observed him showing symptoms of, or a tendency to, insanity ; 
this case’ of Peter M'Donnell I desire now again to bring under notice and to commend 
it to your attention. . „ 

Later still, about the beginning of the present month I brought under the notice ox the 
directors the case of another prisoner, J ames Creed, on the day I first observed in hini 



as consumption, of which poor Lynagh died. I am not a medical man nor have 1 any n 
skill, and. consequently, I should naturally distrust my own judgment. Whatever doubts 
I might have had with regard to the treatment of Lynagh, should have been dispelled as 
soon as I learned from the chief warder that he was visited and cared by the medical 
officer. Then the presumption was that the medical officer was competent, and that he 
did his duty ; but, even though I may have had a doubt subsequent to the time 1 became 
aware of the attention and care the medical officer was paying to the prisoner, l would 
scarcely wish to cast an implied censure on the doctor by calling the attention of the 
directors to the case. 

But, gentlemen, had I the knowledge then that I have now, I would, most undoubtedly, 
have written to you; had I a suspicion that the doctor was not well versed in the case of 
consumption in a patient far gone in that disease, a patient who had manifested what I 
have since learned are symptoms of consumption, viz., diarrhoea and thirst, and the last 
symptoms of consumption, had I imagined any such thing, or had I known other important 
facts, which I learned when too late, or which came to light at the inquest, I would, 
gentlemen, most certainly have invoked your protection for the poor man, M atthew.Lynagh. 

Yours, &c. 

The Directors. (signed) Michael Cody, R.C.C. 



Letter from Dr. M‘ Donnell to the Chaplain. 

Dear Sir, 22 December 1863. 

If, in your intercourse with the prisoners under your charge as Roman Catholic 
chaplain of this prison, you meet with any individuals whose want of intellectual ca- 
pacity, dullness, excessive irritability of temper, eccentricity, or so forth, may cause you 
to suspect that they may be the subject of mental disease, or if you should have any 
reason to suppose that any uncomplaining prisoner is passing into a failing state of health, 
I shall take it as a favour if you will be good enough to direct my attention to such cases. 

To the Roman Catholic (signed) Robert M‘ Donnell 

Chaplain. (True copy.) 

R. D. Spread, 

28 February 1868. 



Retort addressed to the Commissioners by Dr. Young. 

Register No. 6774. — Matthew Lynagh. 

Mountjoy Government Prison 

Gentlemen, 2 March 1868. 

With your permission, I have the honour to state the reasons why I did not at an 
earlier date order this prisoner’s removal to hospital. 

On the 22nd January last he (with other externs) was brought before me. He then 
complained of ordinary diarrhcea, with flatulency and griping pains, which soon yielded to 
treatment. But, these symptoms having returned, I saw him again on the 26th, in bed, 
and prescribed for him. He was better on the 27th and 28th. On the 29th, the symp- 
toms having then re-appeared, I renewed my treatment ; and, from the 30t,h to the 6th of 
February, he was so much improved that I only resorted to precautionary measures. 

On February the 6th the diarrhoea again returned, accompanied with excessive thirst. 

I then 
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I then deemed it necessary to have him removed to hospital for treatment and for 
observation, hut not before, as up to that period I did consider he was as well off in his 
quiet well-ventilated cell. 

Hitherto I had never observed any symptoms of consumption ; though suffering from 
diarrhoea, it never assumed the colliquative type; I did not hear him cough, nor did I 
learn that he had expectorated. It is true he was of spare habit and sallow complexion, 
but these appearances are so common among his fellow-tradesmen (shoemakers and 
tailors) working within doors in sedentary positions, that it did not excite any suspicion 
of phthisis. 

It is in evidence the chaplains entertained no suspicion, who, though non-medical, have, 
from their calling, opportunities of observing the. progress of disease. 

Constituted as your Board is, I do not consider it necessary to refer at length to the 
insidious and deceptive character of phthisis ; how secretly and stealthily in some cases it 
undermines the vitals where not manifested by overt symptoms, and this was throughout 
its course the most exceptional case I ever met with after many years’ experience. 

In the Table which I have furnished to your Board, it appears that on the 4th October 
last I prescribed a cough mixture forLynagh ; this was soon after my appointment, and, 
though recorded, it left no impression on my memory ; and when he was brought before 
me in January, I did not recollect I had before seen him, nor did he allude to it. 

Appended to the verdict of the coroner’s jury it was stated, “ that the doctor of the 
prison might be more attentive to extern patients.” 

On this subject you have, in Lynagh’s case, examined witnesses, the governor and chief 
warder, but 1 may be permitted to add that, in the convict prisons, I have treated several 
hundred cases of extern patients with the happiest results, and in no case has a death 
occurred, Lynagh’s being the first since I entered on my duties in these prisons. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. W. Young, M.D., 

To the Commissioners Medical Officer of Mountjoy Government Prison, 

of Inquiry into this Case. 



James William Young, Medical Officer of Mountjoy Prison, having been duly 
sworn, states : — 

All the statements contained in my Report of this day are true. 

I cannot recollect why I gave Lynagh medicine on the 4th of October and December 
the 17th. I see so many cases that I have a difficulty in remembering particular ones. 

I visited him in the cell on the 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th, and 31st of January, and 
on the 1st and 5th of February, as well as on the 6th of that month. 

On each of these days his name was sent in on the sick report; but his name was not 
on the 2nd ; I am not sure whether I visited him on the 3rd of the month ; his name 
was not on the sick report on the 4th, but on the 5th he sent for me only to ask me for 
rice. From the state I found him in on the 30th and 1st, I found him a great deal better, 
and considered him convalescent ; and on going to him at his own request on the 5th, he 
only spoke about diet, and did not complain of the diarrhoea. I expected every day he 
would go to his work, and he always told me when I visited him in the morning that he 
would get up. 

On the 6th, I suspected he had phthisis or diabetes, and I desired the hospital warders 
to retain his urine to test it. 

On that day the diarrhoea again came on a little, and I took him into hospital to treat 
him, as well as to find out what was the matter with him besides the diarrhoea. 

My suspicion on that day of his having something else the matter was caused by his 
langour and thirst. I always visited him in his cell before 9 o’clock, and never suspected 
till the 6th of February that he had chest disease. 

It is not the practice to repeat a visit to a man in a cell unless he is again put on the 
sick report. There was nothing in Lynagh’s pulse to attract my attention. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. W. Young, M.D. 

Sworn before us, this 2nd of February 1868, 

Joliffe Tufnell. 

John Lentaigne. 

Henry Robinson. 
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